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HOBBY LOBBY

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, today,
the United States Supreme Court, just
down the street, heard the arguments
for Hobby Lobby, Inc., a for-profit cor-
poration, which is refusing some or all
contraceptive services in health plans
offered to their employees.

The issue here is whether the reli-
gious beliefs of a shareholder, the
owner, can dictate what type of contra-
ceptive services a health plan will
offer.

Note, this is not a religious institu-
tion or an employer like a church or a
religious institution of any kind. It is a
for-profit corporation.

The issue here is also whether an em-
ployer can pick and choose what type
of services female employees can avail
themselves of; and remember—remem-
ber—women in childbearing age actu-
ally pay 68 percent more for their med-
ical coverage now—68 percent more.
That is just not fair.

I hope the Supreme Court will re-
verse the Hobby Lobby decision and
say that the Constitution and the laws
of this great Nation support women.

——

HIDDEN TAXES INCLUDED IN THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, you
wouldn’t know it by the weather, but it
will soon be April, and tax day is right
around the corner. As Americans
scramble to gather their W-2s and
other important tax documents, many
are unaware of the extra hidden taxes
included in the Affordable Care Act
that will ultimately fall on them.

These hidden taxes will surprise and
catch hardworking families and small
businesses off guard and put a strain on
family budgets that are already
stretched thin.

A 3.5 percent tax on insurance pre-
miums, a 2.3 percent medical device
tax—raising the cost of pacemakers,
prosthetics, stents, and more—a tan-
ning tax, an investment income and
Medicare payroll surtax, the list goes
on and on; and all these costs are
passed on to Americans and families in
our communities.

That is hundreds and hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars leaving our commu-
nities, out of the pockets of hard-
working families in States like Kansas
and heading to Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, with the many chal-
lenges Americans face today, the last
thing they need this tax season is to
carry a heavier government tax burden
on their backs.

——
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember and honor the more
than 3 million Americans who served in
the Vietnam war. This weekend, we
will observe Vietnam Veterans Day to
pay tribute to these brave Americans
who were called to serve during one of
our Nation’s longest and most difficult
conflicts.

Lasting more than a decade, Vietnam
defined a generation. Over 58,000 Amer-
icans were killed, and those who did re-
turn home were not treated as the
American heroes that they are.

In recent years, I am grateful that
most Americans have been able to put
aside their opinions about specific
military missions and have an unwav-
ering commitment to our courageous
men and women operating in dangerous
places around the world.

Vietnam Veterans Day is meant to
reaffirm our respecting gratitude for
those that served our Nation in that
war and show a generation of soldiers
our immense gratitude. I will be doing
so this Saturday at the VFW Post in
Lemont, Illinois.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
doing the same, not just this weekend,
but every day, because our Vietnam
veterans, and all our veterans, deserve
this.

———

IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, for far too
long, comprehensive immigration re-
form has been a low priority for the
Speaker and for the Republican leader-
ship. Americans have spoken loud and
clear. They want comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

Just last year, as the Senate was con-
sidering comprehensive reform, the
Speaker implied that the House would
take it up after the Senate did. The
Senate acted in a bipartisan fashion
and passed comprehensive reform on a
vote of 68-32.

Then we were told that the House
would take up comprehensive immigra-
tion reform after the Speaker brought
to his conference his immigration re-
form principles. That happened at the
end of January; yet nothing—nothing
has been brought to the floor.

If there is not a reason for us to do
this on the basis of the policy, which I
think is clear, it is consistent with our
national interest and our national val-
ues to institute comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

I just would direct Members of the
other side to take a look at the bipar-
tisan CBO report that was published
that shows that comprehensive immi-
gration reform would reduce our na-
tional deficit by $900 billion.

It is the right policy, it is good eco-
nomics, and we should bring it up right
away.
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CONGRESS MUST REVERSE GOP
ELIMINATION OF CRITICAL LIFE-
LINE FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, during
Women’s History Month, I rise to rec-
ognize and pay tribute to the life of
Joyce Wise of Sandusky County, Ohio,
a remarkable, sparkling, witty, intel-
ligent, generous, and kind woman who
loved her family, her community, and
her country.

She was a political activist. Her inde-
fatigable efforts improved our State,
improved our community, and broad-
ened representation for women and
men across our country.

Joyce would have been the first per-
son to speak up here on behalf of the 2
million American job seekers who have
lost their unemployment benefits and
the 72,000 Americans who lose their
benefits every single week, one every 8
seconds due to Republican obstruction.

She would have been the first to
point out it is the Republican’s failure
to extend unemployment insurance
that has actually put millions and mil-
lions of our families out to sea.

If the Republicans want to limit un-
employment benefits, they should start
by creating more jobs. I am waiting for
the first good jobs bill to come to this
floor from the other side of the aisle.

Joyce Wise understood that every
citizen matters and those who work
hard for a living shall be respected.
May her family and friends draw
strength from her unbelievable spirit
and may her legacy live on in fighting
for justice for all.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
you can fool some of the people some of
the time, but you can’t fool all of the
people all of the time.

The Republicans have turned a blind
eye to the plight of more than 2 million
Americans whose unemployment bene-
fits have been cut off.

In my State of Florida, we have over
100,000 Floridians struggling to find
work and are unable to collect insur-
ance, which has also led to nearly $130
million in lost revenue for the State of
Florida; yet in spite of repeated at-
tempts time and time again, Repub-
licans in Congress have coldheartedly
refused to restore this vital economic
lifeline that helps people support their
families and pay their bills while they
look for a new job during this very dif-
ficult time, the worst time since the
Great Depression.

To whom God has given much, much
is expected. I urge my House and Sen-
ate Republican colleagues to look in-
side their hearts and do the right thing
for the American people and pass an
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